
 

Information Sheet 
You are being invited to take part in a research project that aims to 

understand how a simulated hearing loss in one ear affects sound 

localisation in noise. Before you decide to take part, it is important to read 

the following information carefully and discuss it with others if you wish. A 

copy of this information sheet can be downloaded from our website Here. 

Please e-mail the researchers if there is anything that is not clear or if you 

would like more information. 

Title of Study: Effect of narrowband background noise on sound localisation following 

simulated unilateral hearing loss 

Institute: Ear Institute, University College London, 332 Grays Inn Road, London WC1X 8EE, 

United Kingdom 

Principle Researcher: Dr. Peter Keating (p.keating@ucl.ac.uk) 

UCL Research Ethics Committee Approval ID Number: 10849/003 

 

1. What is the project’s purpose? 

The project aims to understand how sound localisation ability is disrupted in individuals 

with a unilateral hearing loss when listening in noise, with a view to improving rehabilitation 

for these individuals. More generally, we hope to provide insight into how the brain learns 

to solve complex perceptual problems. 

2. Why have I been chosen? 

You have been chosen because you are over 18 years of age and have no known hearing 

loss. Please do not take part if you have been diagnosed with any hearing disorder. In total, 

we aim to recruit ~20 people for the study. 

3. Do I have to take part? 

It is up to you to decide whether or not to take part. If you choose to take part, you can 

download a copy of this information sheet and, will be asked to complete an online consent 

form. You can withdraw at any time without giving a reason and without it affecting any 

benefits to which you are entitled. If you decide to withdraw before completing the study, 

your data will be automatically deleted. However, once you complete the study, it will not be 

possible to delete your data as it will be fully anonymised. 

4. What will happen to me if I take part? 

https://www.auditorybrain.com/research/info10849003.pdf


If you take part, using your own laptop or desktop computer you will be asked to detect and 

identify a series of target sounds presented in quiet and in noise in a virtual space using 

headphones and loudspeakers. You will be required to indicate your response by clicking on 

a computer screen. 

Testing will take around 60-80 minutes. You may take as many breaks as you wish during 

the study and, you may withdraw at any point without giving a reason and without it 

affecting any benefits that you are entitled to. 

5. How will my data be used? 

The data you provide will be anonymous, accessible only by researchers directly involved in 

analysing the results (or for audit purposes) and, will be presented at conferences and in 

academic journals. 

6. What are the possible disadvantages and risks of taking part? 

Some participants may find it uncomfortable to wear earphones for an extended period of 

time. However, you will be encouraged to take frequent breaks whenever you choose and 

may withdraw from the study at any time. At the beginning of testing, you will also be asked 

to set the volume on your computer to a comfortable listening level, with all subsequent 

sounds presented at that level or lower. 

7. What are the possible benefits of taking part? 

Although the study will not provide any immediate benefit to participants, it is hoped that 

this work will help us understand how the brain learns to listen in noisy environments, and 

ultimately help us improve treatments for people with hearing loss. 

8. What if something goes wrong? 

If any questions or concerns arise from your participation in the study, you should contact 

Dr. Peter Keating (p.keating@ucl.ac.uk), who will be happy to discuss these with you. If you 

have serious concerns, and these are not resolved by Dr. Keating, you may also contact the 

Chair of the UCL Research Ethics Committee (ethics@ucl.ac.uk). 

9. Will my taking part in this project be kept confidential? 

All of your data will be anonymised and kept strictly confidential. You will not be identifiable 

in any reports or publications that use your data. None of the researchers involved in the 

project will be able to identify you from your data either. 

10. Limits to confidentiality 

Confidentiality will be respected subject to legal constraints and professional guidelines. 

11. What will happen to the results of the research project? 

The results of this research will be analysed and presented at conferences and in academic 

journals. All published work will also be made freely available, with easy-to-read summaries, 

on our website www.auditorybrain.com here. 

12. Local Data Protection Privacy Notice 

The data controller for this project will be University College London (UCL). The UCL Data 

Protection Officer provides oversight of UCL activities involving the processing of personal 

https://www.auditorybrain.com/


data, and can be contacted at data-protection@ucl.ac.uk. General information on how UCL 

uses participant information can be found in our ‘general’ privacy notice here. 

The lawful basis that would be used to process your personal data is performance of a task 

in the public interest (scientific purposes). However, the project will not collect any 

personally identifiable data from you, which means your data will be fully anonymized at all 

times. Consequently, no personal or special category personal data will be recorded. 

Nevertheless, if you have any concerns about your personal data, or if you would like to 

contact us about your rights, please contact UCL in the first instance at data-

protection@ucl.ac.uk. 

13. Who is organising and funding the research? 

This research is sponsored by University College London and is funded by UK Research and 

Innovation. 

14. Contact for further information 

If you have any further questions, please contact: 

Dr Peter Keating 

UCL Ear Institute 

332 Gray’s Inn Road, London WC1X 8EE 

United Kingdom 

E-mail: p.keating@ucl.ac.uk 

Website: www.auditorybrain.com  

https://www.ucl.ac.uk/legal-services/privacy/ucl-general-research-participant-privacy-notice

